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July 25,2005

The Honorable Ted Stevens.
U.S. Senate
522 Hart Senate Office:Building
WashingtOn, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Stevens:

On this 15thAnniversaryof the enactmentof the Americanswith DisabilitiesAct (ADA),
we are writing to urge you to makeit the highestpriorityof the Senate Commerce,
Science,andTransportationCommitteeto updatethe 1996TelecommunicationsAct to
fosterthe more rapid deploymentof broadbandtechnologyto aUAmericans,and in doing
so, to includeprovisionsthat ensureaccessto communicationsfor persons with
disabilities. .

Fifteenyears ago, the ADAwasa momentoU!iachievementfor personswith disabilities.
In 1996,Congressalsomade a significantstatementwhenit enactedSection255 of the
CommunicationsAct, whichensuredfor the first timethat telecommunications
equipmentand serviceswere to be accessibleto, anduseableby, people with disabilities.
Today,as you developcomprehensivelegislationto updatethe 1996
TeleconununicationsAct to encoUragefurtherco:mmunicationsinnovatio:u~and its
widespreaddeployment,we urgeyouto do sowith the needsofpersons with disabilities
clearlyin mind. -

What to manypeople are "niceto have"featuresareto us necessitiesof basic
communications.Yet, the potentialfor ushas onlybarelybeen touched. With the
promiseof ubiquitoustruebroadbandservice,we can imaginea day when the life
functionsof manypeoplewith disabilitiesare trulyrevolutionized.

A reportissuedlast month,Two-WayTechnologies:A Historyofilie Stru~gleto
Communicate.by HofstraUniversityprofessorPrankBowe,highlightsthe urgencywith
which the disabilitycommunityview~policymakingto bringteclmologyand law into
coherence. Increasingly,the qualityofllfe formanyof peoplewith disabilitiesrests on
decisionsthat only Congresscanmake. Amongthem:shouldn't peoplewith disabilities
be assuredof accessibilityto servicesdeliveredoverbroadbandconnectionsas they now
are to the same servicesofferedover traditionalpublicswitchedtelephonenetworks?

Technologyhas advancedsorapidlythat the ways in whichAmericanscommunicate
bear little resemblanceto the waysin whichthe 1996TelecommunicationsAct
envisionedthat theywould.



0 InstantMessagingis now usedby tens of millionsof Americansevery
day. It first appeared in 1996.

Q A staggering160millionAmericansnow use cell phonesdaily. There
were wireless phones in 1996, but those phones did not include cameras
and certainly did not receive and display video.

0 Broadband- always-on,high-speed,voice/video/data- is nowused by
about one-third of American households. Among them are deaf people
who actually sign to each other over phone lines. The 1996 Act barely
even mentions broadband.

We celebratethe 15~Anniversaryof the ADA,and as we do so we look fo~ard to
workingwith you to achievegreateradvancesfor all Americanswith disabilities. Again,
we urge you to developandpass comprehensivetelecomlegislationthat will include
provisionsthat ensureaccessforpersonswith disabilities,buildingon the legacyof the
ADA.

Sincerely,
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Nancy J. Bloch Andrew Imparato

NationalAssociationofthe Deaf AmericanAssociationof Peoplewith
Disabilities
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Mark Breimhorst MelanieBrunson

WorldInstituteon Disability AmericanCouncilfor the Blind


